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whenever the type and quantity of wastes make it feasible. Procedures
for laboratory destruction-detoxification of many types of common lab-
oratory chemicals are given in Chapter 6.

IV.    COMMERCIAL SERVICES

There are commercial firms that provide contract service for disposal
of laboratory wastes. Some of these firms have chemically knowledge-
able employees who can prepare lab packs (see this chapter, Section
V.B) of laboratory wastes (and some supply their own packing materials)
and arrange for transportation of the lab packs and disposal of the
wastes. Costs for such service (1982) are in the range of $200 per lab
pack. A laboratory wishing to use such a service must have a waste
collection and segregation system that conforms to the contractor's re-
quirements. It should also be borne in mind that the generator of haz-
ardous waste is responsible for safe and legal disposal of the waste, even
when the disposal is done by others. Accordingly, a laboratory using
such a service should investigate and remain aware of the eventual
disposal procedure (see Chapter 8, Section III.C).

It is sometimes possible to ship laboratory wastes to a commercial
treatment facility for eventual landfilling. However, such facilities are
designed to handle large quantities of individual wastes from manufac-
turing plants by treating them chemically or physically to convert them
into wastes that can be landfilled. Accordingly, they are often unwilling
to deal with laboratory wastes because of the uneconomically small
quantity and because of their need to know the composition of wastes
to be treated. Commercial treatment facilities generally require an analy-
sis of the wastes they receive. If a single barrel contains a large number
of discrete chemical entities, analysis is completely infeasible, and the
result is that the wastes are not accepted.

V.    DISPOSAL OF HAZARDOUS WASTES IN A
SECURE LANDFILL

A.   PRESENT REGULATORY STATUS

Hazardous wastes of Small Quantity Generators (see Appendix A, 40
CFR 261.5) are exempt from Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
regulations except for the requirements for proper treatment, storage,
transportation, and disposal; allowed methods of disposal include dis-
posal in a state-licensed municipal (sanitary) landfill [see Appendix A,
40 CFR 261.5(g)(3)(iv)]. Some states do not accept this option for dis-